
InPouch™ TV Kit for the Physician’s Office
Frequently Asked Questions

Why must the InPouches be stored at room temperature
(65ºF - 77ºF) and not in the refrigerator?
The InPouch medium is specially formulated for optimal 
recovery and growth for Trichomonas vaginalis. The medium 
also contains antimicrobial and antifungal chemicals to inhibit 
the growth of bacteria and yeast. Refrigeration destroys the 
medium.

Exposure to direct sunlight and temperatures above 100ºF 
will also destroy the medium.

How can I tell if the pouches are OK to use?
When you look at an unopened pouch, the medium should appear 
as a clear, liquid broth with an amber color to the naked eye.

Do not use a pouch if it appears to be:	
• Cloudy	 • Dark brown	 • Medium has a thick
• Leaky	 • Dry	    syrup-like consistency

Please return all rejected pouches to BioMed Diagnostics 
via your supplier.
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How long can the inoculated InPouch stay in my office?
T. vaginalis can only survive for 18 hours at 65ºF - 77ºF. It 
will die at temperatures below 65ºF and above 100ºF. It lives 
at body temperature 37ºC (98.6ºF) for up to 5-7 days in the 
InPouch.

When should I send the inoculated InPouch to the lab?
Contact your local Lab Client Services to arrange a pick-up.
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INCUBATION & TRANSPORT

How do I label the InPouch?
Place the patient label on the blue BioMed sticker in the middle 
of the InPouch. See diagram on reverse side.

Never place the patient label over the visible liquid areas.
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LABELING THE INPOUCH

INOCULATION
Can I use any culture swab to collect the specimen?
Trichomonas vaginalis a “sticky” organism which will cling to 
anything made of dacron or plastic (swabs, tubes, tubing and 
pipettes). Cotton swabs are the only one you should use.

Can I leave the cotton swab in the pouch?
NO! The cotton swab can rupture the pouch during transport. 
A cotton swab left inside will also cloud the medium and destroy 
clue cells, yeast and any trichomonads present.
You will have to recollect the sample!

How will menses affect the test?
Menses will not interfere with the test.

How do I use the InPouch for urine, seminal and amniotic 
fluids?
These specimens need to be fresh and immediately transported 
to the lab. The lab tech will inoculate the pouch and perform 
the test. Call your lab for special handling instructions.
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InPouch™ TV Procedure
for the Physician’s Office

Please store uninoculated InPouches at room temperature.
Never put InPouches in the refrigerator.

To avoid fluid leakage, squeeze 
the fluid from the top of the 
InPouch downward toward the 
bottom of the upper chamber.	

Tear off the plastic above the 
white closure. To admit the 
cotton swab, open the InPouch 
by pulling the closure tape’s 
middle tabs apart. Wipe the swab 
between the InPouch walls.

REMOVE THE SWAB	
AND DISCARD.
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Squeeze the top closed. Roll the 
top of upper chamber down one 
complete roll. Move the fluid 
down into lower chamber. 
Continue to roll upper chamber 
down to blue InPouch label. Fold 
the tabs over to prevent the 
InPouch from reopening.	

Complete and place patient label 
over the blue InPouch label.	

DO NOT PLACE LABEL
OR BAR CODE OVER 
VISIBLE FLUID.

DO NOT REFRIGERATE!

2 Helpful Hint:
Method of Incubation for the InPouch TV.

For any InPouch TV cultures (specimens) 
taken on a Friday afternoon at your facility, 
you or your clinical staff may place the 
InPouch TV for holding in any 37ºC incubator 
until laboratory pick-up. At which time, the 
laboratory should be able to take an immediate 
reading.

Once inoculated and sealed, the InPouch TV 
medium can be kept up to 18 hours at room 
temperature if necessary. If held longer 
than 18 hours, incubation at 37ºC is 
required.

Helpful Hint: 
Hands-free
method of
taking a
specimen using
the InPouch TV:

NOTE: You do not have to close the InPouch 
TV. You may place a ready-to-use InPouch 
in a cup. This will free your hands for jobs 
such as collection and inoculation of 
additional specimens. The InPouch contains 
strong antibiotics that will attack any micro 
organisms except Trichomonas vaginalis. 
You may wait until you have completed all 
required test procedures.

InPouch

Cup
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For More Information:

Tabs

Upper Chamber

Lower Chamber

Place patient 
label or bar code 
over the InPouch 
label, here.
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